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Basic Formula for MLA 
In-Text Citations: 

(Author’s last name page #). 

Examples: 

One author “Social inclusion prevents clinical depression” (Rodriguez 13).   OR  Rodriguez found that “social inclusion helps prevent clinical depression” (13).  

Two authors ...concluded that obesity is a risk factor (Hepburn and Hafiz 411-12).   OR    Hepburn and Hafiz concluded that obesity is a risk factor (411-12). 

Three or more authors The rate of male infidelity is not dramatically different than the rate of female infidelity (Strong et al. 222).  OR     
Strong et al. have shown that the rate of male infidelity is not dramatically different than that of female infidelity (222).   

No author ...incidence of drought increased 10%  (Weather Patterns A6).            [full title of source = Weather Patterns Wreak Havoc for Oklahoma Farmers] 

No page number ...Orissi dance has undergone a major revival since the 1950s (Gupta). 

Play [play name act.scene line#-line#] “He was my master and I wore my life to spend upon his haters” (Antony and Cleopatra 5.1 8-9)           [indicates Act 5, Scene 1, lines 8-9] 

Movie [indicate director or creator] George Lucas’ Star Wars set a new standard for space movies.          [indicate director/creator in the sentence text along with movie name] 

Secondary source: when your source 
quotes from another source 

Dr. Joan Lithgow states that “senior lunch programs are an effective means to combat loneliness among the elderly” (qtd. in  Rodriguez 13). 

 When you paraphrase information or directly quote from a source, 
you must cite the source within the body of your paper 

 All in-text citations must point to full citations that you include on the Works Cited page at the end of your 
paper (see next page for more details on full citations) 

[author’s name]  

see other side 

Want more? Try Purdue University’s Online Writing Lab (OWL) 
 for more MLA examples at owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/

resource/747/01/  

or the MLA Handbook, 8th ed. (at the ASK desk)  

Also try the free online citation builder “NoodleTools Express” at  

my.noodletools.com/noodlebib/citeone_s.php?style=MLA 

GET HELP! 
Ask a Librarian     Writing Center 
FS: Cascade building, level 4   FS: CAS 403 (in library) 
ph: 253-964-6555     ph: 253-964-6252 
PY: Brouillet building, level 2   PY: LSC 207 (in library) 
ph: 253-840-8302     ph:253-964-6252 
library@pierce.ctc.edu    writingcenter@pierce.ctc.edu 

IN-TEXT CITATIONS  



WORKS CITED 
On the Works Cited page (the last page of your paper): 
 List sources in alphabetical order by author’s last name 
 Use hanging indent for citations that are more than one line in length 
 The Works Cited page uses the same spacing as your paper  

BOOKS      Examples: 

Book  with 1 author Rodriguez, Richard. J. Brown: The Last Discovery of America. Penguin Books, 2003. 

Book with 2 authors 
[reverse only name of 1st author] 

Pilcher, Jane, and Imelda Whelehan. Fifty Key Concepts in Gender Studies. Sage, 2004.
[for more than 3 authors, use the formula: Last, First, et al.] 

Book chapter  West, John. "A History of the Botany of Cacao." Food the Americas Gave the World.    

Edited by Nelson Foster,  2nd ed., Random House, 1992, pp. 105-21. 

Electronic book Ellemers, Naomi, et al. "Organizational Behavior." 21st Century Management: A Reference 

Handbook, edited by Charles Wankel, SAGE, 2008, pp. [181]-269. Gale Virtual     

Reference Library, www.pierce.ctc.edu:2055/ps/i.do?id=GALE%

7CCX2660000021&v=2.1&u=puya65247&it=r&p=GVRL&sw=w&asid=4c42e1ef47c08

d994fc03 e6807457204. 

Excerpt in an anthology 
(example: Opposing Viewpoints)  

Griffin, Pat, and Helen Carroll. "Schools Are Unprepared to Accommodate Transgender 
Athletes." Transgender People, edited by Roman Espejo, 2011. Opposing Viewpoints 

in Context. Originally published in “The Transgender Athlete.” Inside Higher Ed, 2010. 

ARTICLES Examples: 

Article from library database Thorpe, Roland J., et al. “Economic Burden of Men’s Health Disparities in the United 
States.” International Journal of Men’s Health, vol. 12 no. 3, Fall 2013, pp. 195-212. 
Academic Search Premier, doi:10.3149/jmh.1203.195. 

Article from Internet Arquilla, John. “Cyberwar is Already Upon Us: But Can It Be Controlled?” Foreign Policy. 
27 Feb. 2012, foreignpolicy.com/2012/02/27/cyberwar-is-already-upon-us/. 

Article with no author “Inroads in Cambodia.” The Washington Post. 30 Jul. 2013, p. A12. ProQuest Research 
Library, www.pierce.ctc.edu:2048/login?url=http://www.pierce.ctc.edu:2077/

docview/1413339466?accountid=2280. 

WEBSITES Examples: 

Website - organization as author National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health. Green Tea.  U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, Apr. 2012,  nccih.nih.gov/health/greentea. 

Website - no author, no date “Whitening: 5 Things to Know About Getting a Brighter Smile.” Mouth Healthy. American 
Dental Association, www.mouthhealthy.org/en/az-topics/w/whitening/. 

VIDEOS Examples: 

Video from Internet “The Arab Awakening: Seeds of Revolution.” YouTube. Al Jazeera English, 30 Apr. 2011, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=BSZ7Ln5KzRU. 

Basic Formula for MLA Works Cited Citations: 
Include as much of the following as possible: 

Author. Title of Source. Title of Container,  Other Contrib-
utors, Version, Number,  Publisher, Publication Date, 
Location. 

Author. Last Name, First Name Middle 
Initial. 

Title of Source. Put name of source in italics. 
However, If citing  an 
article or part of the source, 
put that title in  
quotation marks with no italics: 

“Article Name.” 

Title of Container, Title of the  whole source 
(if you have cited an article or 
part of the whole source) 

Other Contributors, Example: edited by First Name 
Last Name, 

Version, Example: 7th ed., 

Number, Any numbered sequence  
Example: vol. 3 no. 7, 

Publisher, Example: Random House 
(none required for articles)  

Publication Date, Date as given on source but 
with this style:28 Jan. 2013, 

Location. Examples: 
Chapter pages: pp. 250-259. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Article from database: 
pp. 195-212. ProQuest, 
doi:10.3149/jmh.1203.195. 
(if no “doi,” include URL without 
the http://) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Website: www.cnn.com 
(do not include http:// in the URL) 


