
MLA Style Citations – A Brief Guide 

     

Basic Format for Books: 
Author’s Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City: Publisher, year published. Medium of publication.  

 Book  

- print 
Rodriguez, Richard. Brown: The Last Discovery of America. New York: Penguin Books, 2003. Print. 

 Book  

- print, two authors 

Pilcher, Jane and Imelda Whelehan. Fifty Key Concepts in Gender Studies. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2004. Print. 

Note: For more than 3 authors, use the name of the first author followed by et al. 

Book  

- library database 

Lloyd-Jones, Stewart, and António Costa Pinto, eds. The Last Empire: Thirty Years of Portuguese Decolonization. 
Portland, OR: Intellect Books, 2003. Ebrary. Web. 29 May 2009. 

Book  
- Internet  

(from the Web via Google, 
etc.) 

Baker, James A. and Lee H. Hamilton.  The Iraq Study Group Report. New York: Vintage, 2006. The Baker Institute. 
Web. 17 Dec. 2006. 

Book excerpt 

- print 

Alexie, Sherman. “Indian Education.” The Bedford Reader. 8th ed. Eds. X.J. Kennedy, Dorothy M. Kennedy and 
Jane E. Aaron.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003. 103-108. Print.  

Book excerpt 

- library database, e.g. 
Opposing Viewpoints  

Smith, Wesley J. "The Right-to-Die Movement Supports Death on Demand." Current Controversies: Suicide. Ed. 
Paul Connors. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2007. Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Web. 28 May 
2009. 

Encyclopedia  

- print   

Williams, Fred Laurence. "Traffic Congestion." Social Issues in America: An Encyclopedia. Ed. James Ciment. 
Armonk, NY: Sharpe Reference, 2006. Print. 

Encyclopedia  

- library database  

Williams, Fred Laurence. "Traffic Congestion." Social Issues in America: An Encyclopedia. Ed. James Ciment. 
Armonk, NY: Sharpe Reference, 2006. Gale Virtual Reference Library. Web. 8 May 2009. 

 Film or video The Motherhood Manifesto. Dir. Laura Pacheko. Bullfrog Films, 2006. DVD. 

Rev. 7/23/09 ks 

Please see A Writer’s Reference, 

 www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/home.html 

or the MLA Handbook, 7
th

 ed. for more details! 

Or try the on-line citation builder @ noodletools.com; select the free 

NoodleBib Express (bottom of center column). 

On the Works Cited page  

 include resources you have quoted or paraphrased. 

 list resources in alphabetical order by author’s name. 

 indent 2
nd

 and subsequent lines in entries that are more than one 

line in length. 

http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/home.html


Basic Format for Articles:  
Author’s Lastname, Firstname. “Title of Article.” Title of Periodical. Date of publication: Pages, Medium of publication.  (Use for articles in Print) 

Author’s Lastname, Firstname. “Title of Article.” Title of Periodical  Date of publication: Pages, Name of database. Medium of publication. Date accessed (day Month 

year).   (Use for articles from databases)                                                                  

Journal article  

- print 
Li, Justine. "El Norte." Kenyon Review 28.4 (2006): 15-16. Print. 

Journal article  

- library database 

Li, Justine. "El Norte." Kenyon Review 28.4 (2006): 15-16. ProQuest. Web. 4 Jan. 2007. 

 Note: 28.4 stands for volume & issue.  See A Writer’s Reference for details about citing journals paginated by volume and 
 issue. 

Magazine article 

- print 

Glain, Stephen. “A Tale of Two Chinas.” Smithsonian May 2006: 40-49. Print.  

 Note: For magazines published weekly, include the full date, e.g. 8 May 2006. 

Magazine article 

- library database 

Glain, Stephen. “A Tale of Two Chinas.” Smithsonian May 2006: 40-49. Academic Search Premier. Web. 17 May 
2009. 

Magazine article 
- Internet  

(from the Web via Google, etc.) 

Gorman, Christine. “6 Lessons for Handling Stress.” Time. Time Inc., 19 Jan. 2007. Web. 26 May 2009.    

Newspaper article  

 - print 
Sando, Mike. “Camp Cheney.” The News Tribune 31 July 2006: C7. Print. 

Newspaper article  

-  library database 
Sando, Mike. “Camp Cheney.” The News Tribune 31 July 2006: C7. ProQuest. Web. 28 Nov. 2006. 

Newspaper article 
- Internet  

(from the Web via Google, etc.) 

Sando, Mike. “Camp Cheney.” The News Tribune. The News Tribune, 31 July 2006. Web. 28 Nov. 2006. 

CQ Researcher 
Jost, Kenneth. "Rethinking Foreign Policy." CQ Researcher 5.17 (2007): 97-120. CQ Researcher Online.  Web. 8 

Feb. 2007. 

 

Basic Format for Web sites: 
Author’s Lastname, Firstname (or organization name). “Title of Web Page.” Title of Web Site. Publisher or sponsor of the site, date published (day Month year). Web. 

Date accessed (day Month year).  

Web site  

- with author and date 

Zappone, Christian. “Millionaire in the Making: Sherelle Derico.” CNNMoney.com. Cable News Network, 5 Feb. 
2007. Web. 26 May 2009.    

    Note: If no author is listed, start entry with the title of the page. 

Web site 

-  without date created 

American Dental Assocation. “Tooth Whitening Treatments.” ADA.org. American Dental Association, n.d.  Web. 26 
May 2009.   


