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	Boolean Search Samples


So, you've heard about Boolean searching, but you want sample searches?
Practically all online databases allow Boolean searching, including the library's online catalog, the library's online periodicals indexes (like ProQuest Direct, EBSCOhost, Ethnic Newswatch) and most Internet search engines (Yahoo, Google, etc.).  Boolean searches combine subjects or keywords using the "operators" AND, OR, and sometimes NOT.  For more information about Boolean searching (and illustrated explanations), read our Boolean Searching handout.  

Reminders


· AND narrows a search; OR broadens a search (remember: "OR gets you more!").

· When using both AND and OR in the same search, use parentheses around the OR phrase (examples below).

· When using our Library Catalog, you MUST select “Boolean Keyword” in the “Choose Type of Search” box.

· Phrases usually have to be in quotes.  For example, "high school," "open adoption," and "New Age."

· Truncation symbols (usually ? or *) will broaden your search results and can save you some typing.  For example, typing "comput?" will search for computer, computers, computing, computerize, etc.

· Check for errors in spelling and spacing, and look for omitted quotes or parentheses.

· READ HELP SCREENS AND INSTRUCTIONS.

Samples

After each of these searches you'll see the number of matching articles found in Academic Search Elite (EbscoHost).

smoking  <10,157>
(smoking or tobacco) <19,958>
(smoking or tobacco) and teenagers <867>
(smoking or tobacco) and (teenagers or juveniles or adolescents) <997>
(smoking or tobacco) and (teenagers or juveniles or adolescents) and (laws or legal) <110>
Here's another search that shows how results change as new keywords and relationships are added.  This one is for books and videos in our library's online catalog using what the catalog calls a Boolean Keyword search.  Remember to type Boolean operators in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS in the online catalog.

slavery <209>
(slavery OR slaves) <271>  ( NOTE: Instead of "(slavery OR slaves)" you could also type in “slav?” but the computer would also find words like Slavic and author’s names like Slavin and it will result in finding 371 items.  When you truncate words, be sure you use as many of the initial letters as possible to reduce the number of "false hits" you find.

(slavery OR slaves) AND northwest <3>
(slavery OR slaves) AND (northwest OR washington OR oregon) <22>
(slavery OR slaves) AND (northwest OR washington OR oregon) AND (indians OR "native americans") <1>
This is another search in our library catalog.  Again the results change as new keywords are added.

careers <229>
(jobs OR careers) <320>
(jobs OR careers OR vocation?) <627>
(jobs OR careers OR vocation?) AND computers <6>

(job? OR career? OR vocation?) AND (computers OR internet) <9>






Library faculty are available to help with your research during all hours that the library is open.  Feel free to contact the Reference Desks at 964-6555 (Fort Steilacoom) or 840-8302 (Puyallup).  Stop by our web site at http://www.pierce.ctc.edu/Users/Depts/Library/ for more information or to use our library catalog .
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