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QuickTips

	(
	References: APA-Style Citations


Need a summary of the basic guidelines for APA-style citations?
Basic Style 

Follow the basic pattern following this paragraph when citing sources—for knotty problems, consult a librarian or the Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (BF76.7 .P83 2001 on our circulating and reference shelves) CAUTIONS—No full first names!  Date comes second!  Only first word of article/book title is capitalized (unless proper names are used)!  Don’t abbreviate names of months!  If you can’t italicize, underline!  See other special notes in samples below, in small italics.
Lastname, F. M. (date). Title of chapter or article. Title of book or periodical.  Place of publication: Publisher. Pages. 

Examples  (see sample on back, too)
Articles from online databases (like EBSCOhost’s Academic Search Elite, ProQuest Direct, or CD-Roms)

Alvarez, J. A. & Hardy, R. H. (1998). Lumbar spine stenosis: A common cause of back and leg pain. American Family 

Physician, 57, 1825-1834.  Retrieved January 20, 2001, from Academic Search Elite database.
Clark, G. (2001, November 20). No more aches and pains. Woman’s Day, 65, 54-56. Retrieved February 12, 2002, 

from ProQuest Direct database.  (URL not necessary; see notes below about volume & issue info)

Articles from print magazines and/or scholarly journals
Bunis, W.K., Yancik, A., & Snow, D.A. (1996). The cultural patterning of sympathy toward the homeless and other victims of 

misfortune. Social Problems, 43, 387-402. 

(volume #43  is in italics, as is journal—NO issue # required when the journal continues pagination with each successive issue) 

Begley, S. & Murr, A. (1999, April 26).  The first Americans. Newsweek, 133(17), 50-57. (issue # required, NOT in italics)

Wolchik, S.A., West, S.G., Sandler, I.N., Tein, J. Coatsworth, D., Lengua, L., et al.  (2000). An experimental evaluation of 
theory-based mother and mother-child programs for children of divorce.  Journal of Consulting and Clinical 
Psychology, 58, 843-856.  (when there are more than six authors, list the six then use “et al” which means “and others”)

Articles from print newspapers

Gener, R. (1999, February 21). The coaches speak. The New York Times, p. D2.

Editorial articles 

The killing goes on. (1999, April 23). [Editorial] The Washington Post, p. A18.

Books

Moore, M. S. & Levitan, L. (1993). For hearing people only: Answers to some of the most commonly asked question about 

the Deaf community, its culture, and the "Deaf reality.” Rochester, NY: Deaf Life Press. 

     (when the city of publication is not generally known, add the state abbreviation)

Twain, M. (1996). A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's court. New York: Oxford University Press.  (lots of proper names!)

Books with edition information

Miller, A. (1984). Thou shalt not be aware. (American ed.). New York: Farrar, Straus, Giroux.

Books with no individual author, or only a corporate author

Microsoft Corporation. (1989). Pascal by example. Redmond, WA.
Chapters in books

Chu, S. Y. (1997). Epidemiology of human immunodeficiency virus infection. In V. T. DeVita Jr. (Ed.), AIDS: Etiology, 

diagnosis, treatment, and prevention. Philadelphia: Lippincott-Raven.

Encyclopedia articles

Kroll, J. (1998). Borderline personality disorder. In The encyclopedia of mental health  (Vol. 1, pp. 285-294). San Diego, CA: 

Academic Press.








More examples on back (
Interviews 
Villalobos, J. (1992, July). [Interview]. Mother Jones, 8-10.  (this is an interview written up in a magazine)

Teeple, T. (2003, November 11).  [Personal interview.]  (personal interviews you conduct are not normally included in scholarly papers according to APA—ask your instructor if s/he will allow them as sources.)
Radio and TV programs 

Safer, M. (Writer), & Bloom, A. (Director). (1998, October 11). Give peace a chance? [Television series episode]. In D. Naphin 

(Producer), 60 minutes. New York: WCBS. 

Film and video recordings 

Capra F. (Producer). (1996). It’s a wonderful life [Motion picture]. United States: Republic. 

Software programs

ID Software. (1995). The Ultimate Doom (Version 2.1) [Computer software]. New York: GT Interactive Software.

Web pages and sites 

Delisio, E.R.  (2003, November 6)   Hands-on science, new friends are magnet school’s draw.  Retrieved November 17, 
2003 from Education World Web site:  http://www.education-world.com/a_issues/schools/schools019.shtml

Nationmaster.com.  (2003)  Map & graph: Health: Top 100 HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate.  Retrieved November 11, 2003, 
from http://nationmaster.com/graph-T/hea_hiv_adu_pre_rat  (yes, weird, the name of the Web site is Nationmaster.com!)

E-mail, listservs, newsgroups and synchronous communications (blogs, etc.) 

Nelson, A. (2002, February 12). KM and succession planning. Message posted to 

http://www.brint.com/wwwboard/messages/127627.html

Sample References List  This is how it’ll look in YOUR paper!  Use a separate sheet.  Double space.  Note the indentation style, called “hanging indent.”  (In Word, hold down the control key and hit tab.) Sources are in alphabetical order by author; use title if there is no author.

References

Alvarez, J. A. & Hardy, R.H. (1998). Lumbar spine stenosis: A common cause of back and leg pain. American Family 

Physician, 57, 1825-1834.  Retrieved January 20, 2001 from Academic Search Elite database.

Begley, S. & Murr, A. (1999, April 26). The first Americans. Newsweek, 133(17), 50-57.

Kroll, J. (1998). Borderline personality disorder. In The encyclopedia of mental health  (Vol. 1, pp. 285-294). San Diego, CA:

Academic Press.

In-text citation samples  (taken from the resources on this handout; imagine them in the body of a paper)


(The article by Alvarez and Hardy (1998) indicates that spinal stenosis is a common degenerative disease. 

(here you’ve used the authors’ names, so all you need to give is the date, in case you cite more than one of their works)


(All Americans know that Native Americans are an important part of our heritage, but few realize that Indian races

 were extremely varied even thousands of years ago (Begley & Murr, 1999).  Archaeologists have discovered…

(with the authors & date, readers can look at your references and see where you got this info)

(It is shocking to note that over 35% of some African countries’ deaths are due to AIDS, and since the data in some 

cases is several years old, one wonders if the figure has gone up or down (Nationmaster.com, Health). 

(when citing a website, include the site name, and the heading under which you found the info)

Library faculty at the Reference Desks can help with your research in person or by phone at 964-6555 (Fort Steilacoom) or 840-8302 (Puyallup).  Stop by our web site <http://www.pierce.ctc.edu/Library/> for more information about our library or to use our library catalog and periodical indexes.


         11/1/04, kkells

