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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2018-38
FINAL BOARD ACTION: May 9, 2018
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
Granting of Honorary Degree to Ms. Grace Koopmans
WHEREAS, Pierce College, as an institution of higher learning, holds a unique position of influence and prestige within the community; and;

WHEREAS, Pierce College wishes to recognize individuals of distinction within the district community for Educational Service, Humanitarian Service, Servant Leadership, Personal and Professional Accomplishments or Entrepreneurial Leadership with an honorary degree, and;
WHEREAS, Pierce College received nominations for Ms. Grace Koopmans noting both her Educational Service that has enhanced educational opportunities leading to the success of individuals in higher education as well as her Humanitarian Service recognizing outstanding altruism that has enhances the quality of life for others.

WHEREAS, Ms. Grace Koopmans created Pierce College’s Early Childhood Education program in 1969 at what was then Fort Steilacoom Community College. She designed a degree program that was cutting edge, developing high quality early childhood educators deigned to meet the needs of the profession as well as transfer requirements. This was an uncommon practice at that time helping many students move further in their education.  The program advocated for the creation of our laboratory nursery school giving students the opportunity to put together theory and practice in a supportive environment. Students working in the lab school, were able to see best practice in action preparing them to effect change in our community.

WHEREAS, Grace champions for those who may not have the voice or privilege to do so for themselves. She often said, “We cannot allow young children to be marginalized. We must give them the best of us and the highest quality care and education.”  She is known as “Amazing Grace” to her friends and family because she never ceases to amaze them. Her honors are numerous, including the "Lifetime Achievement Award" from the Pierce County Association for the Education of Young Children, and listings in numerous "Who's Who" publications.   She was a member of the U.S. Committee of the International Organization for the Education of Young Children and was instrumental in the formation of numerous organizations for advancing and enhancing educational programs for parents and young children.

WHEREAS, the honorary degree committee reviewed the nomination of Ms. Koopmans, which demonstrated how she makes enduring, significant, noteworthy contributions to the community in all five criteria areas of the honorary degree, and unanimously recommended to the Chancellor, College Presidents and the Pierce College Federation of Teachers President, that she be granted a Pierce College Honorary Associates of Art Degree; and;
WHEREAS, the Chancellor, College Presidents and Pierce College Federation of Teachers President reviewed the committee recommendation and unanimously recommend to the Board of Trustees that Ms. Grace Koopmans be granted the Pierce College Honorary Associates of Art Degree;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11, Pierce College hereby confers upon Ms. Grace Koopmans the degree of Associates of Arts, Honoria acusa, at the Pierce College Commencement Ceremony on June 15, 2018.
