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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2018-44
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 13, 2018
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF TENURED FACULTY MEMBERS
WHEREAS, Tenured faculty members have submitted written notification and intent to retire from their tenured positions as full-time professors at Pierce College, and,
WHEREAS, the College administration has acknowledged these requests;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for many years of dedicated service to the College and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board takes great pleasure in recognizing the significant professional achievements of these professors and herewith expresses its sincere gratitude for the invaluable contributions they have made to Pierce College; and the Board commends their undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
Mr. Brian Martin, Professor Digital Design

Mr. Michael Parks, Professor Journalism

Mr. John Simpson, Professor History
Dr. Scott Sweet, Professor Biology
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2018- 44
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 13, 2018
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF BRIAN MARTIN
Digital Design Professor

WHEREAS, Brian Martin submitted written notification, dated October 11, 2017 of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 22, 2018 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Martin’s intent to retire effective August 22, 2018;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Martin’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Digital Design Department. Mr. Martin has served as a valued faculty member for 20 years.

Brian Martin came to Pierce College with an energy and enthusiasm that has not waned.  In addition to his teaching responsibilities in Digital Design, Mr. Martin has been the man behind the curtain producing Pierce TV and SLAM.  His enthusiasm and energy retain and help place students in a fast-moving field. His creativity is renowned and expressed in multiple ways. His students appreciate his competence and his ability to make the classroom come alive.  His colleagues appreciate his generosity and ability to lend substance and joy to any team he belongs to, bring out the best in everyone. When not in the classroom, you could find Mr. Martin serving on advisory boards, retooling his courses for software upgrades, and playing in a band.  He has been a strong collaborator and a diligent worker over the decades of service at Pierce.  His spirit and generosity will be missed by the division and the college.
Mr. Martin is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2018-44
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 13, 2018
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF MICHAEL PARKS
Journalism Professor

WHEREAS, Michael Parks submitted written notification, dated February 2, 2018 of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 19, 2018 and,
WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Parks’ intent to retire effective June 19, 2018;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Parks’ years of dedicated service to the College, and the Journalism Department. Mr. Parks has served as a valued faculty member for 29 years.

Michael Parks has led students through the study of journalism at Fort Steilacoom in the classroom and as advisor to the student newspaper.  His commitment to the free press and the impact that it has on our society is evident in the evolution of the student newspaper to a student magazine, the design of his documentary and mass media classes, and his advocacy for the journalism students.  He has been a leader in the Pacific Northwest Association of Journalism Educators. Under his guidance, the Pioneer has received numerous student awards for design, writing, and photography.  His impact on the journalism program will be felt well beyond his time at Pierce.
Mr. Parks is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2018-44
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 13, 2018
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF JOHN SIMPSON
History Professor

WHEREAS, John Simpson submitted written notification, dated November 15, 2017 of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 22, 2018 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Simpson’s intent to retire effective August 22, 2018;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Simpson’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the History Department. Mr. Simpson has served as a valued faculty member for 23 years.
John Simpson began his career at Pierce College as a classified staff member, eventually becoming a tenured faculty member in the history department. John has served as faculty president, won the Outstanding Faculty Award 10 times, and served the college for many years as a representative on the College Cabinet. He is an award-winning photojournalist and has had the honor to accompany our troops to Iraq and Afghanistan on many occasions. In 2007, he was even nominated for an Emmy for his coverage. Mr. Simpson also serves as a Councilmember for Lakewood and has done so since 2013. When asked about his last two decades of teaching, he responded by saying that “the best part of the last quarter of a century is presenting history in a way that sparks the imaginations of the students I am privileged to serve, to watch that explosion of understanding in their eyes, and hear it in their comments.” 
Mr. Simpson is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2018-44
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 13, 2018
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF SCOTT SWEET
Biology Professor

WHEREAS, Scott Sweet submitted written notification, dated June 5, 2018 of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 19, 2018 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Dr. Sweet’s intent to retire effective June 19, 2018;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Dr. Sweet’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Biology Department. Dr. Sweet has served as a valued faculty member for 10 years.
Dr. Scott Sweet, professor of Biology at Pierce College served the Puyallup campus for the last ten years teaching Anatomy & Physiology and Zoology. During that time, he has also coordinated an engaging summer camp series, introducing the next generation of young scientists to biology at Pierce College. Dr. Sweet earned his Ph.D. from Texas A&M University in Zoology where he did research in evolution and ecology. 
Dr. Sweet is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.

