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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2019-01
FINAL BOARD ACTION January 9, 2019  
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
Recognition of Denise Yochum as President Emeritus, Pierce College Fort Steilacoom
WHEREAS, Denise Yochum served as President of Pierce College Fort Steilacoom from 2006 to 2018, and;
WHEREAS, she provided outstanding leadership, using a collegiate and forthright approach that earned her the respect and affection of the entire college; and
WHEREAS, Denise was devoted to student success, taking every opportunity to further the college’s mission and be of service in the community; and
WHEREAS, during Denise’s tenure, she was a key member of the teams responsible for many accolades awarded to Pierce College, including being in the Aspen Prize for College Excellence Top 150 colleges four times, and in 2019, being in the top 10; becoming an Achieving the Dream Leadership College and winning its Leah Meyer Austin Award; and being named one of the Best Military Colleges in Washington and the nation every year; and
WHEREAS, Denise worked tirelessly on efforts that resulted in doubling Pierce College graduation rates from 2010 to 2018, and championed the addition of baccalaureate degrees to the college’s offerings; and

WHEREAS, Denise oversaw numerous capital projects, including the Science and Math Building, the Science Dome, and the renovation of much of the Cascade building; and
WHEREAS, Denise served admirably in the statewide presidents’ association, Washington Association of Community and Technical Colleges (WACTC), leading and participating on committees and vigorously advocating for the community college system with local and national elected leaders; and
WHEREAS, Denise is appreciated throughout the college for her positive attitude, quick wit, and continual support of students, faculty, and staff as they strive to reach the highest levels of success; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Denise Yochum is hereby recognized as President Emeritus of Pierce College Fort Steilacoom, in recognition of our gratitude for her ceaseless devotion to students, the college, the community and technical college system, and for her genuine compassion for each and every person in the Pierce College family.
