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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2019-43
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 12, 2019
Pierce College District  
RETIREMENT OF TENURED FACULTY MEMBERS
WHEREAS, the following tenured faculty members have submitted written notification and intent to retire from their positions as full-time faculty at Pierce College, and,
WHEREAS, the College administration has acknowledged these requests;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for many years of dedicated service to the College and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board takes great pleasure in recognizing the significant professional achievements of these faculty and herewith expresses its sincere gratitude for the invaluable contributions they have made to Pierce College. The Board commends their unwavering commitment to the field of education, acknowledges their transition to faculty emeriti status, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
Ms. Mary Galagan, Professor of Dental Hygiene

Dr. Mary Russell, Professor of Anthropology

Ms. Linda Saarela, Professor of Business Management
Mr. Sam Scott, Associate  Professor of Computer Information Systems
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2019-43 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 12, 2019
Pierce College District 
RETIREMENT OF MARY GALAGAN
Dental Hygiene Professor

WHEREAS, Ms. Mary Galagan submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 28, 2019 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Galagan’s intent to retire effective June 28, 2019;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Galagan’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Dental Hygiene Department. Ms. Galagan has served as a valued faculty member for 28 years.

Mary Galagan, dental hygiene faculty member since 1991, has instilled in students the need to give back to the community.  Her experience in public health has led to the passion she brings to the classroom.  Through Mary’s efforts, dental hygiene students have given of their time and talents to community health fairs to provide free dental cleanings for those unable to access traditional dental care.  As the lead faculty member facilitating externships for students, Mary has been invaluable in guiding students through the transition from college to employment.  Over the years, Mary has served as a member of the Pierce County health Coalition, the Pierce County Dental Association Foundation, and the American Dental Hygienists Association.  
Ms. Galagan is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her unwavering commitment to the field of education, acknowledges her transition to faculty emeriti status and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2019-43 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 12, 2019
Pierce College District 
RETIREMENT OF MARY RUSSELL
Anthropology Professor

WHEREAS, Mary Russell submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2019 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Dr. Russell’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2019;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Dr. Russell’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Anthropology Department. Dr. Russell has served as a valued faculty member for 19 years.
Dr. Mary Russell has been igniting student passion for the field of anthropology at Pierce College since 2000. Her students appreciate how she has challenged them to be reflective and consider how the choices they make impact the world around them. Mary is able to inspire this type of learning through her love of anthropology and the craft of teaching. As evidenced by her 2013 – 14 sabbatical that examined the value of gamification in the classroom, Mary thoroughly researches and implements best practices to engage students in learning. Across the district, Mary is known for reaching out and connecting with new faculty, collaborating with colleagues, and supporting the work of the department. Mary’s generosity, mentorship, and commitment to student success have been greatly appreciated by the Pierce College community.  
Dr. Russell is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her unwavering commitment to the field of education, acknowledges her transition to faculty emeriti status and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2019-43 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 12, 2019
Pierce College District  
RETIREMENT OF LINDA SAARELA
Business Management Professor

WHEREAS, Linda Saarela submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2019 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Saarela’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2019;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Saarela’ s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Business Department. Ms. Saarela has served as a valued faculty member for 6 years.
Linda Saarela’s passion for helping students reach their goals by setting high expectations with high support has been a constant throughout her time at Pierce College.  In addition to her teaching responsibilities in Applied Business Management, Linda has selflessly offered her time and energy in supporting the professional growth of the Pierce College community. Key ingredients to the strong Applied Business student enrollment, persistence, and graduation rates are her mentorship skills and dedication to learning and student success. Outside of the classroom, Linda’s character, generosity, and caring for those around her were fundamental to her commitment to supporting colleagues, connecting with industry partners, and advancing student success. 
Ms. Saarela is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her unwavering commitment to the field of education, acknowledges her transition to faculty emeriti status and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement. 
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2019-43 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 12, 2019
Pierce College District  
RETIREMENT OF SAM SCOTT
Computer & Information Systems Associate Professor

WHEREAS, Sam Scott submitted written notification of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time associate professor at Pierce College effective June 30, 2019 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Scott’s intent to retire effective June 30, 2019;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Scott’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the CIS Department. Mr. Scott has served as a valued faculty member for 20 years.
Sam Scott has been a long time member of the Computer Information Systems (CIS) Program and has helped navigate the college through the rapidly changing field of computer technology.  As the only information technology faculty member on the Ft. Steilacoom Campus, Sam’s passion for computer technology and knowledge of the field has inspired students new to using computers to expand their view of this vast field. Sam’s commitment to community involvement is evident through his multi-term service as a member of the Steilacoom High School Board of Trustees.  
Mr. Scott is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his unwavering commitment to the field of education, acknowledges his transition to faculty emeriti status and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.

