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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2021-47
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 9, 2021
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF TENURED FACULTY MEMBERS
WHEREAS, Tenured faculty members have submitted written notification and intent to retire from their tenured positions as full-time professors at Pierce College, and,
WHEREAS, the College administration has acknowledged these requests;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for many years of dedicated service to the College and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board takes great pleasure in recognizing the significant professional achievements of these professors and herewith expresses its sincere gratitude for the invaluable contributions they have made to Pierce College; and the Board commends their undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
Dr. Dale Blum, Professor of Biology
Mr. Duncan McClinton, Professor of English
Ms. Leslie Michael, Professor of English
Ms. Donna Moran, Professor of Computer Information Systems
Ms. Beth Norman, Professor of Earth Science
Mr. William Orrange, Professor of General Education Development/Adult Basic Education
Ms. Mishelle Pasinato, Professor of Intensive English Program
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2021-47
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 9, 2021
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF DALE BLUM
Biology Professor
WHEREAS, Dale Blum submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective December 31, 2020 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Dr. Blum’s intent to retire effective December 31, 2020;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Dr. Blum’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Biology Department. Dr. Blum has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 19 years.
Dale Blum has served as Biology faculty at Pierce since 2001. Dale describes the beginning of her academic career as “a college dropout”, resuming her education at Shoreline Community College, then continuing for her bachelor’s and PhD in Plant Physiology from the University of Washington.  Before coming to Pierce, Dale worked for the US Forest Service and in fisheries management, and had one-year full-time teaching experiences at both Pacific Lutheran University and the University of Puget Sound.  

At Pierce, Dale taught introductory and major’s level Biology and Microbiology classes and served as Puyallup Biology department coordinator for more than a decade. Dale incorporated undergraduate research for many years, cultivating a relationship with Washington State University researchers. Her sabbatical year focused on detailing activities in undergraduate research and planning for its continuance. In Dale’s classes, “inclusive pedagogy” has been a long-held value in order to undo centuries of erasure of the scientific contributions of non-dominant cultures. Dale has been an anchor for the Biology department at Puyallup as it grew to serve more students through its courses and experiences, and as a mentor as the number of full time Biology faculty doubled. 
Dr. Blum is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement. 
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2021-47 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 9, 2021
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF DUNCAN MCCLINTON
English Professor

WHEREAS, Duncan McClinton submitted written notification of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 30, 2021 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. McClinton’s intent to retire effective June 30, 2021;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. McClinton’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the English Department. Mr. McClinton has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 22 years.
Duncan McClinton has been a leader in the English and Humanities department throughout his 22 years as a faculty member. His breadth of understanding and energy in his survey of humanities courses have impacted hundreds of students over the years. His service to his discipline and division are apparent in his long relationship with the Learning Council, service on the Outcomes Team, and his time as the chair of the department. Duncan’s quick wit, curious mind, and persistence through challenges are hallmarks of his work and personality.
Mr. McClinton is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2021-47
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 9, 2021
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF LESLIE MICHAEL
English Professor

WHEREAS, Leslie Michael submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 30, 2021 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Michael’s intent to retire effective June 30, 2021;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Michael’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the English Department. Ms. Michael has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 21 years.
Leslie Michael has been a kind and compassionate support within the English department over her 21 years as a tenured faculty with Pierce College. She is quick to show interest in her colleagues and eager to share, which is why her participation on tenure committees has been a hallmark of her service. Her openness to practices and strategies in teaching is a gift that she has shared with students and faculty colleagues. Leslie has met all challenges with persistence and humor and brings light to opaque situations. Leslie would like us to look forward and imagine her RV parked next to water, playing with her granddaughter, and learning the Ukulele. 
Ms. Michael is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2021-47 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 9, 2021
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF DONNA MORAN
Computer Information Systems Professor

WHEREAS, Donna Moran submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective September 10, 2021 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Moran’s intent to retire effective September 10, 2021;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Moran’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Computer Information System Department. Ms. Moran has served as a valued member of the faculty for much of the last 25 years.
Donna began her career at Pierce College in 1996 as a faculty member in Computer Information Systems until 2006 when she returned to the IT industry. While working in industry she still kept her connection with Pierce College by continuing to teach as an adjunct. In 2011, Donna returned to Pierce College as a continuing education instructor and the Health Information Technology (HIT) grant manager. In 2015, she was hired again as a full-time faculty member. Over the course of her career at Pierce College Donna has worked on four National Science Foundation (NSF) grants collectively worth approximately $3.5 million. Outcomes from these grants included recruiting and retaining women and minority students in the IT field. Donna’s commitment to quality education and her passion for the IT field and expanding that field to all students will be missed by all who knew her. With retirement, Donna will enjoy her retirement in the Florida sun.
Ms. Moran is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2021-47 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 9, 2020
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF BETH NORMAN
Earth Science Professor

WHEREAS, Beth Norman submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2021 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Norman’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2021;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Norman’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Earth Science Department. Ms. Norman has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 24 years.
Beth has been an instrumental component of the Earth and Space Sciences Department, the Natural Science Division, and the Pierce College community in significant ways during her more than 20 years with the college. She served for numerous years as the Pierce College Federation of Teachers as president, where she was instrumental in faculty contract negotiations and other union activities. In that role and in her college activities, Beth’s leadership shined through. She contributed to Division functions, supporting faculty not in just with the contract, but also with teaching, learning, and advising. She was a consistent volunteer and contributor on a broad array of college committees and priority groups and her ideas and focus on student success helped the college progress. Beth served the Department at the Fort Steilacoom campus for many years as the department chair, where she was responsible for coordinating the annual schedule and recruiting adjunct faculty, among other duties. As an instructor teaching geology, oceanography, and environmental science, she was recently recognized for her teaching excellence when she received the Outstanding Faculty of the Year award. Beth always put her students first. Her contributions to the Earth Science Department, the Division, and Pierce College will be missed.
Ms. Norman is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2021-47 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 9, 2021
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF WILLIAM ORRANGE
General Education Development/Adult Basic Education Professor

WHEREAS, William Orrange submitted written notification of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2021 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Orrange’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2021;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Orrange’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the General Education Development/Adult Basic Education Department. Mr. Orrange has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 32 years.
Mr. Bill Orrange has served in his distinguished career as an instructor in the Math Department, the Pierce College Adult Diploma Program, and as coordinator for the ABE/GED/HS programs. However, his devotion to students at Pierce College began when he taught as adjunct faculty at Western State Hospital, McNeil Island Corrections Center, and Cedar Creek Corrections Center. Bill is an innovator, with a heart for finding ways to better serve students who have previously not been successful in school. 

Bill has been instrumental in developing the Pierce College Adult Diploma (PCAD). He worked closely with other disciplines to develop curriculum that prepares students for college-level courses. His work has contributed to a significant increase in the number of Basic Education for Adults students that transition to college in order to pursue degrees or certificates. 

In 2003, Bill was selected as the Distinguished Faculty. His presentation reflected his compassion and steadfast commitment to promote awareness of poverty issues and the impact they can have on student learning. He currently helps lead the Poverty Committee to facilitate awareness, discussion, and continued action around this important topic.
Mr. Orrange is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2021-47
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 9, 2021
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF MISHELLE PASINATO
Intensive English Program Professor

WHEREAS, Mishelle Pasinato submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 30, 2021 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Pasinato’s intent to retire effective June 30, 2021;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Pasinato’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the International Education Department. Ms. Pasinato has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 22 years.
Mishelle Pasinato has been a valued member of the Pierce College faculty since 1999. She began her career at Pierce as part-time faculty for the English Department. She soon started teaching for the Intensive English Program in International Education and has been at the heart of that program ever since. She became the Intensive English Program (IEP) Manager in 2010. Mishelle then became assistant professor in International Education in 2014 and Intensive English professor in 2016. In her 21 years on the Pierce College faculty, she has made many strong contributions. During her time as manager and after that as professor, she has been a leader in curriculum design and implementation, a mentor to other faculty, and a professor who brought energy and enthusiasm to every class she has taught. Her passion, energy, can do attitude, and dedication in all aspects of her work are greatly appreciated.
Ms. Pasinato is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
