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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2022-49
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 8, 2022
Pierce College District 
Awarding of Honorary Degree to Ms. Jan Yoshiwara
WHEREAS, Pierce College, as an institution of higher learning, holds a unique position of influence and prestige within the community; and;

WHEREAS, Pierce College wishes to recognize individuals of distinction within the district community for Educational Service, Humanitarian Service, Servant Leadership, Personal and Professional Accomplishments or Entrepreneurial Leadership with an honorary degree, and;
WHEREAS, Pierce College received a nomination for Ms. Jan Yoshiwara who has been a leader in the Washington State Community and Technical College system for 44 years, beginning her career at Pierce College then Fort Steilacoom Community College as the Director of Minority Affairs and International Education, serving in a number of leadership roles within our system, and culminating as Executive Director for the past five years, and; 
WHEREAS, as Executive Director Jan has been responsible for guiding the State Board in setting policy for the college system that together serve over 278,000 students and has lead innovative efforts that include Guided Pathways, applied bachelor’s degrees, performance funding for student achievement, and low-cost books through open education resources, and;
WHEREAS, continuing her life-long commitment to civil rights and racial and social justice that began as a high school and college student, Jan has put racial equity front and center in the mission of our system where nearly half of our students are students of color, and;
WHEREAS, Jan is a respected education leader across the country and has been deeply committed to building an advocacy network with students, college leadership, business and labor organizations and other groups to gain legislative support for our colleges and students, and;
WHEREAS, after reviewing the nomination materials of Ms. Jan Yoshiwara, which include enduring, significant, and noteworthy contributions to our 34-college system and to the community at-large and meeting the criteria of our honorary degree, the honorary degree committee unanimously recommended to the Chancellor, College Presidents and the Pierce College Federation of Teachers President, that she be awarded a Pierce College Honorary Associates of Art Degree; and;
WHEREAS, the Chancellor, College Presidents and Pierce College Federation of Teachers President reviewed the committee recommendation and unanimously recommend to the Board of Trustees that Ms. Jan Yoshiwara be awarded the Pierce College Honorary Associates of Art Degree;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of Pierce College hereby approves that the honorary degree of Associates of Arts, Honoria acusa, be conferred to Ms. Jan Yoshiwara at the Pierce College commencement ceremony on June 17, 2022.
