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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2020-45
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 10, 2020
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF TENURED FACULTY MEMBERS
WHEREAS, Tenured faculty members have submitted written notification and intent to retire from their tenured positions as full-time professors at Pierce College, and,
WHEREAS, the College administration has acknowledged these requests;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for many years of dedicated service to the College and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board takes great pleasure in recognizing the significant professional achievements of these professors and herewith expresses its sincere gratitude for the invaluable contributions they have made to Pierce College; and the Board commends their undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
Mr. Bret Burkholder, Faculty Counselor Advisor
Dr. Alan Kemp, Professor of Sociology
Ms. Ann Salak, Professor of English
Ms. Janina Starr, Professor of American Sign Language
Mr. Christopher Vanneson, Professor of History
Ms. Luann Wolden, Professor of Business Information Technology 
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2020-45
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 10, 2020
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF BRET BURKHOLDER
Faculty Counselor Advisor
WHEREAS, Bret Burkholder submitted written notification of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective May 8, 2020 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Burkholder’s intent to retire effective May 8, 2020;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Burkholder’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Student Success Department. Mr. Burkholder has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 13 years.
Bret Burkholder began his Pierce College journey as a student at Fort Steilacoom Community College.  Interaction with our faculty stoked his passion for the field of psychology. After graduating from Fort Steilacoom Community College, he attended Pacific Lutheran University where he earned his Bachelor of Arts in Education and his Master of Arts in Social Science with an emphasis in Counseling and Communications. Bret has been a jack of all trades during his time at Pierce College. He initially taught psychology courses part-time while maintaining a “day job” at University of Puget Sound as a career counselor and associate professor. Deep in his heart, he knew working with community college students, specifically students at Pierce College was his calling. In 1986, Bret was hired as a Vocational Academic Advisor for Pierce College Puyallup. During those early years in Puyallup, Bret was part of a small, but dedicated core team housed at the original Puyallup campus on the corner of 39th and 94th – currently known as the Gateway Center. With more than 3 decades of contribution, Bret has been instrumental in the growth and development of many and evolved to his current role as Faculty Counselor Advisor for Pierce College Puyallup. Bret’s lasting impact will be the countless students he has mentored over the years – many of whom still keep in touch. His life’s work has been committed to fulfillment of Pierce College’s mission.

Mr. Burkholder is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement. 
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2020-45 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 10, 2020
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF ALAN KEMP
Sociology Professor

WHEREAS, Alan Kemp submitted written notification of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2020 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Dr. Kemp’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2020;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Dr. Kemp’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Sociology Department. Dr. Kemp has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 30 years.
Dr. Alan Kemp started at Pierce as the coordinator and instructor within the Social Service Mental Health Program before becoming a valued faculty member in the Sociology Department.  Alan is an accomplished author and highly respected within his field, having written Death, Dying, and Bereavement in a Changing World; Abuse in the Family: An Introduction, and Abuse in Society: An Introduction.  With both a master’s degree in both social work and divinity as well as a doctorate, he has brought a breadth of perspective and insight to his students. He has many years of experience in teaching, ministry, and professional counseling and continues to carry his licensure as a mental health professional. He is an ordained pastor and is extremely dedicated to his community.  Alan’s great work has been recognized over the years with awards such as Pierce College’s Outstanding Faculty Award and the 2018 Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime Achievement Award. Through the years Alan has helped students wrestle and explore challenging topics. Perhaps a student captured it best by reflecting, “You have given me insight into something no one wants to talk about.  You are an amazing professor. It has been an honor being your student”.
Dr. Kemp is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2020-45
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 10, 2020
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF ANN SALAK
English Professor

WHEREAS, Ann Salak submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective March 2, 2020 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Salak’s intent to retire effective March 2, 2020;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Salak’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the English Department. Ms. Salak has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 27 years.
Ann Salak has been an integral member of the English department since 1992.  She has been a strong advocate for the Puyallup campus and resources in her 27 years as faculty and her multiple years as the English department chair.  In addition to her role as a faculty member, Ann served as division chair, leading and serving both students and faculty. Her critical thinking was respected and appreciated. Ann’s intellect and rhetorical savvy are impressive and noteworthy. Her institutional knowledge will be greatly missed as she provided historical context to the work of the college and the department. 
Ms. Salak is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.

[image: image5.jpg]PIERCE COLLEGE. "~

possibilities. realized.




BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2020-45 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 10, 2020
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF JANINA STARR
American Sign Language Professor

WHEREAS, Janina Starr submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2020 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Starr’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2020;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Starr’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the World Language Department. Ms. Starr has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 21 years.
Janina Starr has been a faculty member at Pierce College since 1999. This year marked her 21st year teaching ASL for Pierce. During this time she has provided leadership in the department and grown the American Sign Language offerings to serve the district, moving from the Fort Steilacoom campus to the Puyallup campus.  Janina is a strong advocate for ASL and for the deaf community that we serve. She has been an essential partner in recruiting talented deaf faculty to diversify the learning experiences of students and colleagues. Janina has served on numerous committees and her contributions were valued and respected. Students routinely comment on Janina’s caring personality and appreciate the routine practice of the language with their peers. 
Ms. Starr is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.

[image: image6.jpg]PIERCE COLLEGE. "~

possibilities. realized.




BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2020-45 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 10, 2020
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF CHRISTOPHER VANNESON
History Professor

WHEREAS, Christopher Vanneson submitted written notification of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2020 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Vanneson’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2020;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Vanneson’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the History Department. Mr. Vanneson has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 27 years.
Professor Chris Vanneson’s career at Pierce College started 1990 as an adjunct faculty member. In 1993 Chris became a full time faculty member in the history department. However, being someone who likes to share his extensive academic expertise and lived experiences, he has also consistently taught in several additional disciplines such as political science and geography. Since 1990, Chris has been recognized with many awards for his excellence in teaching. Foundational to Chris’ work is his storying-telling pedagogy that has captivated and excited students about history throughout the years. In the classroom you will hear him telling his students it is never too late to learn, and see how he inspires them to be lifelong learners and global citizens. His students say it best with comments such as, “I never thought history could be this fun”; “He is always enthusiastic and really cares about his students”; and “Amazing, he made me love history”. Those that have worked with Chris through the years have come to depend upon his unwavering support and genuine kindness and caring. 
Mr. Vanneson is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2020-45 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 10, 2020
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF LUANN WOLDEN
Business Information Technology Professor

WHEREAS, Luann Wolden submitted written notification of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2020 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Wolden’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2020;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Wolden’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Business Information Technology Department. Ms. Wolden has served as a valued member of the tenured faculty for 18 years.
Since her hire as a full-time faculty member in the Fall of 2002, Luann Wolden has been sharing her expertise of the business office environment with our students in the Business Information Technology Department on the Fort Steilacoom campus. Over the years, she has taught all of the computer application courses offered by the department and has been a strong proponent for students to take their Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) Certification to demonstrate their newly acquired skills. Luann has a special passion toward helping those students who are the most at risk. This is shown by her commitment, creative ideas, and countless hours spent supporting students in the IBEST program in the department. Her enthusiasm and dedication to student learning has strengthened the program and will be missed. 
Ms. Wolden is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
