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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2012-02
FINAL BOARD ACTION January 11, 2012   
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
Remembering Trustee James P. Dawson

WHEREAS, James P. Dawson graciously served as a trustee of Pierce College from 1996 to 2005, serving twice as chair, and setting a new and high standard for community involvement and leadership of all trustees, and;

WHEREAS, Jim also served as president of the Trustees Association of Community and Technical Colleges in 2001, during which time he expanded opportunities for board members’ development, including creating a trustee training program that increased trustees’ understanding of their role as advocates and leaders, and;

WHEREAS, Jim was honored as the Trustee of the Year in 2001, in recognition of his ongoing dedication to community and technical college students across the state of Washington, and;

WHEREAS, Jim spent countless hours attending state and national meetings to promote community and technical colleges, including building partnerships with K-12 and universities, and;

WHEREAS, Jim devoted the better part of his life to being an advocate, role model and mentor to advance the mission of education at all levels and improve communities through the philosophy of equity and inclusion, and; 

WHEREAS, Jim led the way in promoting international education programs in both Asia and Europe, fostering sister-college relationships, and faculty and student exchanges, and;

WHEREAS, Jim facilitated efforts by Pierce College, the Tacoma Urban League, the Boys and Girls Club and other partners to successfully secure a federal GEAR UP grant, which provided higher education opportunities for 7th graders who traditionally would not attend college, and;

WHEREAS, Jim consistently exhibited tireless devotion to the two-year college system’s mission, always putting the needs of students first, and;

WHEREAS, Jim led his life by example, serving as a role model for people of color and constantly striving for a more equitable society. He continually created opportunities for the underserved and underrepresented in our community, state and nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Pierce College is forever grateful for Jim Dawson’s ceaseless devotion to the college and the entire community and technical college system, and for his unending belief that higher education is the best path for individuals to realize a life of knowledge, success and fulfillment.
