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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-15
FINAL BOARD ACTION: May 13, 2015
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
Granting of Honorary Degree to Mr. Jerry Korum
WHEREAS, Pierce College, as an institution of higher learning, holds a unique position of influence and prestige within the community; and;

WHEREAS, Pierce College wishes to recognize individuals of distinction within the district community for Educational Service, Humanitarian Service, Servant Leadership, Personal and Professional Accomplishments or Entrepreneurial Leadership with an honorary degree, and;
WHEREAS, Pierce College received three nominations for Mr. Jerry Korum who has led a highly successful, entrepreneurial business, Korum Automotive Group that was started in 1963 by Jerry and his father Mel, and where at the age of 25 Jerry became the youngest Ford dealer in the United States.  Korum Automotive Group has received numerous awards and is known for its commitment to outstanding customer service and community support, and
WHEREAS, Mr. Jerry Korum, well known for his generosity and commitment to helping others through numerous organizations close to his heart, including Korum for Kids Foundation, that provides endowments for children with learning disabilities, Washington State Fair Foundation, Mel Korum YMCA, Federal Way Schools and military families support services to name a few;

WHEREAS, Mr. Jerry Korum has been an active supporter of Pierce College who has provided insights to students in the PierceWorks! program for displaced and unemployed workers; contributed significant time and funding as co-chair of the 2002 Pierce College Child Development Center Capital campaign; supported students as a major donor to the Pierce College Foundation and as a golfer and twelve time Eagle Sponsor of the Pierce College Golf Scholarship Scramble, and as a naming donor to the Pierce College 21st Century Learning Campaign, and;
WHEREAS, Mr. Jerry Korum is deeply committed to supporting his family and friends and is often cited for his many personal kindnesses to people of all walks of life in the community, and;
WHEREAS, the honorary degree committee reviewed the nomination of Mr. Jerry Korum, which demonstrated how he makes enduring, significant, noteworthy contributions to the community in all five criteria areas of the honorary degree, and unanimously recommended to the Chancellor, College Presidents and the Pierce College Federation of Teachers President, that he be granted a Pierce College Honorary Associates of Art Degree; and;
WHEREAS, the Chancellor, College Presidents and Pierce College Federation of Teachers President reviewed the committee recommendation and unanimously recommend to the Board of Trustees that Mr. Jerry Korum be granted the first Pierce College Honorary Associates of Art Degree;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11, Pierce College hereby confers upon Mr. Jerry Korum the degree of Associates of Arts, Honoria acusa, at the Pierce College Commencement Ceremony on June 12, 2015.
