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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-19
FINAL BOARD ACTION: June 10, 2015
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF TENURED FACULTY MEMBERS
WHEREAS, Tenured faculty members have submitted written notification and intent to retire from their tenured positions as full-time professors at Pierce College, and,
WHEREAS, the College administration has acknowledged these requests;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for many years of dedicated service to the College and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board takes great pleasure in recognizing the significant professional achievements of these professors and herewith expresses its sincere gratitude for the invaluable contributions they have made to Pierce College; and the Board commends their undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
Mr. Doug Edison, Professor Business, Management, and Marketing
Ms. Phillis Fikar, Professor Math
Mr. Jim Hendricks, Professor Computer Information Systems
Mr. Doug Jensen, Professor Business
Dr. Jere Knudtsen, Professor Music
Ms. Victoria Mayorga, Professor Spanish
Ms. Elizabeth Scott, Faculty Counselor
Mr. Les Uhrich, Professor Physics
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-19
FINAL BOARD ACTION: 
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF DOUG EDISON
Business, Management and Marketing Professor
WHEREAS, Doug Edison has submitted written notification, dated October 23, 2014, of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 15, 2015, and,

WHEREAS, the College administration has acknowledged Mr. Edison’s intent to retire effective June 15, 2015;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Edison’s years of dedicated service to the College and the Business Department. Mr. Edison has served as a valued faculty member for 8 years.
Doug Edison came to Pierce College in September of 2008 as a full-time tenure-track professor.  Doug holds an MBA from University of Washington and a Bachelor's Degree in Economics from University of Oregon.  Doug's background in business starts with service to our country in the United States Navy during the Vietnam War, where he worked as the person in charge of supplies on a warship.  He spent decades in public service working as the port manager for Benton County and Thurston County in Washington State, as well as the manager for one of the few mint processing plants in the United States.  His work as a Boy Scout troop leader and international business consultant helped him create meaningful business lectures and experiential exercises for his Marketing, Leadership, Professional Development, and Introduction to Business courses he taught at Pierce College.  Doug is best known for his witty sense of humor, business acumen, and unwavering support in helping students think critically and write succinctly, all while holding students to high standards.  
Mr. Edison is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-19
FINAL BOARD ACTION: 
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF PHILLIS FIKAR
Math Professor

WHEREAS, Phillis Fikar has submitted written notification, dated March 18, 2015, of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 15, 2015, and,
WHEREAS, the College administration has acknowledged Ms. Fikar’s intent to retire effective June 15, 2015;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Fikar’s years of dedicated service to the College and the Math Department. Ms. Fikar has served as a valued faculty member for 13 years.
Ms. Fikar first worked as an adjunct instructor at Pierce College then moved into a full-time position in fall 2008.  In her 13 years at Pierce College, Phyllis has taught across the curriculum in the math department, positively impacting thousands of students’ lives.  Here primary focus has been in teaching statistics, were she received very positive reviews from students.  Ms. Fikar has served on many hiring, tenure, and other committees in her years here at Pierce College.   
Ms. Fikar is a member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-19 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: 
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF JIM HENDRICKS
Computer Information Systems Professor

WHEREAS, Jim Hendricks submitted written notification, dated October 1, 2014, of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 15, 2015             and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Hendricks’ intent to retire effective June 15, 2015;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Hendricks’ years of dedicated service to the College and the Computer Information Systems Department. Mr. Hendricks has served as a valued faculty member for 18 years.
Mr. Hendricks came to Pierce College in September 1997.  In his 18 years at Pierce College, Jim has been an unflappable, calm, and even-keeled presence in the department.  In 2006, he took over the role as department coordinator, ensuring that there were no loose ends on department projects.  He has always served as a stanch advocate for CIS/CNE students and staff and made sure that they had a voice.  In addition to his work locally at Pierce College, Jim has also been active at the state level by being a member of the Board of the Washington Association of Occupational Educators (WAOE).  His advocacy of professional-technical education at that level will be missed.  
Mr. Hendricks is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-19 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: 
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF DOUG JENSEN
Business Professor

WHEREAS, Doug Jensen submitted written notification, dated September 19, 2014, of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective January 2, 2015             and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Jensen’s intent to retire effective January 2, 2015;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Jensen’s years of dedicated service to the College and the Business Department. Mr. Jensen has served as a valued faculty member for 38 years.
Doug Jensen began teaching full-time at Pierce College in September of 1977. He was the core professor in our legal studies program. He has helped keep the Business Law curriculum fresh and current until he retired in January of 2015. He is known by his colleagues as a person of high integrity, hardworking, and someone who is willing to take on the toughest jobs. Doug has been a champion for faculty work-life balance, student responsibility, and has mentored dozens of tenure-track faculty. He has always modeled servant leadership as he quietly and consistently did the right things in serving others – students, faculty, and staff alike. He is humble, never needing or desiring attention for his contributions.  When his colleagues were asked, one stated “Doug was the consummate professional educator and perfect colleague, held in high-regard by all who have ever had the good fortune to get to know him.”
Mr. Jensen is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-19
FINAL BOARD ACTION: 
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF JERE KNUDTSEN
Music Professor

WHEREAS, Jere Knudtsen has submitted written notification, dated September 9, 2014, of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 15, 2015, and,
WHEREAS, the College administration has acknowledged Dr. Knudtsen’s intent to retire effective June 15, 2015;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Dr. Knudtsen’s years of dedicated service to the College and the Music Department. Dr. Knudtsen has served as a valued faculty member for 39 years.
Jere Knudtsen started at Pierce College as a music faculty member in the fall of 1976.  He has been a consistent, stabilizing member of a department that has had many evolutions.  Jere has embraced technology to find solutions to serve our music majors across the district.  His concert band has been a pillar in the Pierce community, with many of our students and staff participating over the years and boasting the largest community enrollment of any of our performing groups.  It is safe to say that we don’t quite know what the music department will be like without Jere, since his name is synonymous with the department, but we are excited to have benefited from his guidance and leadership over the years and we are confident that the foundation that he helped build will continue to grow, perhaps with one more community clarinet player in the band. 
Dr. Knudtsen is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-19
FINAL BOARD ACTION: 
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF VICTORIA MAYORGA
Spanish Language Professor

WHEREAS, Victoria Mayorga submitted written notification, dated December 3, 2014, of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 15, 2015 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Mayorga’s intent to retire effective June 15, 2015;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Mayorga’s years of dedicated service to the College and the Humanities Department. Ms. Mayorga has served as a valued faculty member for 19 years.  
Victoria Mayorga started at Pierce College as a Spanish faculty member in the winter of 1996. Since that time, she has been a force of optimism and positive support in the Department of World Languages and Arts and Humanities Division.  Her students routinely praise her for her enthusiasm and her encouragement throughout the humbling experience of second language acquisition. Victoria will be the first to say that she is not retiring; she is a teacher who will continue to work in multiple capacities—possibly from warmer locales. Muchos gracias, Victoria, for your commitment to our students and to the value of second language acquisition and in the global awareness of our students and community.
Ms. Mayorga is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-19
FINAL BOARD ACTION: 
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF ELIZABETH SCOTT
 Faculty Counselor 
WHEREAS, Elizabeth Scott submitted written notification, dated February 10, 2015, of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time faculty counselor/advisor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2015 and,
WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Scott’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2015;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Scott’s years of dedicated service to the College and the Student Success Department. Ms. Scott has served as a valued faculty member for 9 years.
Ms. Scott came to Pierce College in September 2006.  In her 9 years at Pierce College, Elizabeth has been an invaluable resource to countless students in need of crisis intervention, career and academic counseling, support services, and referrals to community resources. At Pierce College Puyallup, Elizabeth was instrumental in establishing mental health crisis services and the coordination of referrals to community services.  In conjunction with the Fort Steilacoom faculty counselor, Elizabeth developed the “Student in Crisis” guide for Pierce employees, which continues to be updated and employed to support student success. Further, they developed district counseling procedures, protocols, outreach, and events. Her engagement has been essential to the health and success of students and staff; and her contributions will continue to be a positive influence at Pierce College for decades to come.
Ms. Scott is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement. 
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2015-19
FINAL BOARD ACTION: 
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF LES UHRICH
 Physics Professor
WHEREAS, Les Uhrich submitted written notification, dated May 18, 2015, of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2015 and,
WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Uhrich’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2015;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Uhrich years of dedicated service to the College and the Physics Department. Mr. Uhrich has served as a valued faculty member for 30 years.
Mr. Uhrich was hired to teach physics in 1985.  In his 30 years at Pierce College, Les has helped to develop and has taught all of the mathematics courses, several online courses, and has taught in the disciplines of mathematics, physical science, and oceanography. His courses helped countless students build the skills necessary to succeed in science and mathematics. In his many years of service, Les has served the college community on countless committees and projects, helping to build the rich community that serves our students so well here at Pierce College. 

  

Mr. Uhrich is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement. 

