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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF TENURED FACULTY MEMBERS
WHEREAS, Tenured faculty members have submitted written notification and intent to retire from their tenured positions as full-time professors at Pierce College, and,
WHEREAS, the College administration has acknowledged these requests;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for many years of dedicated service to the College and,
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board takes great pleasure in recognizing the significant professional achievements of these professors and herewith expresses its sincere gratitude for the invaluable contributions they have made to Pierce College; and the Board commends their undisputed commitment to the field of education and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
Ms. Mary Bath-Balogh, Professor Biology

Ms. Deborah Bransford, Faculty Counselor

Ms. Sharon Camner, Professor Math

Ms. Teresa Carlo, Professor Criminal Justice

Mr. Michael Darcher, Professor English

Ms. Marlene Ignacio, Professor Physics
Ms. Linda Ketcheson, Faculty Counselor Advisor
Mr. Ken Kwok, Professor Accounting
Mr. Jeffrey Pisetzner, Professor Reading and College Success
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF MARY BATH-BALOGH
Biology Professor

WHEREAS, Mary Bath-Balogh submitted written notification, dated November 13, 2015 of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2016 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Bath-Balogh’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2016;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Bath-Balogh’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Biology Department. Ms. Bath-Balogh has served as a valued faculty member for 21 years.

Ms. Bath-Balogh has been at the center of our work to help student succeed here at Pierce College for 21 years. In addition to being an outstanding instructor of biology, and anatomy and physiology she has also authored a textbook, chaired the biology department, served on countless committees, including being a highly coveted tenure committee chair and mentor for over a dozen tenure track faculty.  Mary brings an extraordinary vitalism and energy to everything she does. She was honored in 2016 as the Distinguished Faculty; her lecture provided further evidence of her approach to teaching, demonstrating her tremendous knowledge, energy and passion for her subject and for life. 
Ms. Bath-Balogh is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF DEBORAH BRANSFORD
Faculty Counselor
 
WHEREAS, Deborah Bransford submitted written notification, dated May 22, 2015 of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective December 31, 2015 and, 

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Bransford’s intent to retire effective December 31, 2015;
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Bransford’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Student Success Department. Ms. Bransford has served as a valued faculty member for 7 years.
 
           
Ms. Bransford was dedicated to working with students. She was instrumental in the development and expansion of Counseling Services at Pierce College as she saw a significant increase in the number of students seeking short term counseling over her years with Pierce. She adjusted to this influx with professionalism and grace. Deborah expanded our services to students, developed data and assessment measures, and helped the entire Pierce community through difficult times with her wisdom and expertise. She was dedicated to keeping up to date in her field, recognizing the changing nature of our student population. She provided outstanding support to Pierce students through mental health counseling and workshops.
 
Ms. Bransford is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF SHARON CAMNER
Math Professor
WHEREAS, Sharon Camner submitted written notification, dated November 9, 2015 of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2016 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Camner’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2016;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Camner’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Math Department. Ms. Camner has served as a valued faculty member for 18 years.

Ms. Camner has been a key component of a highly innovative, and effective math department that has been on the cutting edge of innovation in math education. These innovations include authoring and encouraging the use of open education resources, and leading efforts to redesign developmental math. Sharon’s work to create a shorter non-STEM pathway through developmental math using open educational resources and an innovative productive persistence model is particularly noteworthy. It has contributed significantly to a near doubling of the number of students completing a gateway math course within one year of entering the college. Sharon also accomplished exceptional work with the Early Childhood Education department developing our Math for Elementary Education courses and the Early Childhood Education (ECED) course in math. During a sabbatical year she wrote the textbook used in the ECED math course. In 2014 Sharon was the recipient of the prestigious Anna Sue McNeill Assessment, Teaching & Learning Award. She was instrumental in developing the Safe Zone program, advocating for an open and inclusive environment for our LGBT students. 
Ms. Camner is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF TERESA CARLO
Criminal Justice Professor

WHEREAS, Teresa Carlo submitted written notification, dated January 7, 2016 of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 14, 2016 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Carlo’s intent to retire effective June 14, 2016;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Carlo’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Criminal Justice Department. Ms. Carlo has served as a valued faculty member for 11 years.

Ms. Carlo came to Pierce College with an extended background in criminology.  Throughout the years, Teresa taught many courses within the Criminal Justice (CJ) program, advised the CJ Club, and was very involved with both the Pierce College and the larger Lakewood communities.  She worked closely with the Lakewood Police Department, organizing multiple drills that allowed her students to practice real-life emergency-preparedness skills.  She also organized annual Child ID days at Pierce College, an event extended to the broader community that helped to create Child ID kits for hundreds of children in the area, and the annual holiday toy drive for underprivileged youth.  

Ms. Carlo is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40 
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF MICHAEL DARCHER
English Professor

WHEREAS, Michael Darcher submitted written notification, dated November 6, 2015 of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2016 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Darcher’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2016;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Darcher’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the English Department. Mr. Darcher has served as a valued faculty member for 22 years.

Mr. Darcher is a consistent advocate, serving Humanities at Pierce and across the state. His legacy with SLAM is apparent in the impact on students, and in the impact in our writing and arts communities. Through his high standards and consistent work with SLAM, Michael has not only brought the college a fine literary magazine, but fully enhanced the culture of an institution. The arts and humanities are richer and more vibrant because of his efforts. He is a colleague who is respected for his humor, intellect, and commitment to the craft of writing.  As such, he was honored with the Distinguished Faculty Award in 2002.
Mr. Darcher is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF MARLENE IGNACIO
Physics Professor

WHEREAS, Marlene Ignacio submitted written notification, dated December 9, 2015 of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 31, 2016 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Ignacio’s intent to retire effective August 31, 2016;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Ignacio’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Physics Department. Ms. Ignacio has served as a valued faculty member for 18 years.

Ms. Ignacio started at Pierce College as part-time faculty in Mathematics in fall 1989. Marlene then became part-time science lab tech in physics at FS. Marlene became a tenure-track faculty member in physics and math at the Puyallup Campus. During her first year she taught General Physics early in the morning at FS Campus to cover for a sabbatical leave, then drove to Puyallup Campus to teach math and physics the rest of the day. She worked to expand the physics program so a full engineering physics series could be offered on the Puyallup Campus. Although Marlene had been a university instructor in a Jesuit University in the Philippines before immigrating to the US, she enjoyed teaching in the community college where the student population is diverse in terms of previous education, race, economics and age. 
Ms. Ignacio is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF LINDA KETCHESON
Faculty Counselor Advisor

WHEREAS, Linda Ketcheson, submitted written notification, dated October 20, 2015 of her intent to retire from her tenured position as a full-time faculty counselor advisor at Pierce College effective October 31, 2015 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Ms. Ketcheson’s intent to retire effective October 31, 2015;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Ms. Ketcheson’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Student Success Department.  Ms. Ketcheson has served as a valued faculty member for 10 years.

Ms. Ketcheson’s service to Pierce College started in 1985 as a faculty member in the Early Childhood Education program where she coordinated toddler programs and supervised various co-op sites around the county. She later earned her Master’s in Counseling from St. Martins University before returning to Pierce College and serving as a Faculty Counselor Advisor at both Puyallup and Fort Steilacoom.

Throughout her years of service, Linda served students, faculty and staff at Pierce College and provided exceptional career and academic counseling to thousands of students.

Linda was a popular, well-respected member of the Pierce College community who maintained a kind and calm demeanor and steadfast support for her colleagues. We sincerely thank Linda for her many years of service and for her immeasurable contributions to Pierce College.

Ms. Ketcheson is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends her undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF KEN KWOK
Accounting Professor

WHEREAS, Ken Kwok submitted written notification, dated July 27, 2015 of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective August 20, 2015 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Kwok’s intent to retire effective August 20, 2015;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Kwok’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Accounting Department. Mr. Kwok has served as a valued faculty member for 25 years.

Mr. Kwok taught all levels of accounting courses and coordinated the program for many years.  He was instrumental in gathering community constituents to serve on the professional technical advisory board for accounting and remained in close contact with four-year college requirements and the greater professional community in order to provide internship and job opportunities for our students

Mr. Kwok is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.
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BOARD ACTION EXHIBIT NUMBER 2016-40
FINAL BOARD ACTION: JUNE 8, 2016
Pierce College District Number Eleven 
RETIREMENT OF JEFF PISETZNER
Reading and College Success Professor

WHEREAS, Jeff Pisetzner submitted written notification, dated September 23, 2015 of his intent to retire from his tenured position as a full-time professor at Pierce College effective June 14, 2016 and,

WHEREAS, the College administration acknowledged Mr. Pisetzner’s intent to retire effective June 14, 2016;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Community College District 11 publicly acknowledges their appreciation for Mr. Pisetzner’s years of dedicated service to the College, and the Reading and College Success Department. Mr. Pisetzner has served as a valued faculty member for 34 years.

Mr. Pisetzner began his career at Pierce College Fort Steilacoom in 1982 as the Instructor/Coordinator for the Motorcycle Repair Technology Program. After earning his Master of Arts in Education he began teaching precollege courses in the Alternative Learning Center. Jeff was one of the first faculty members to teach at Pierce College Puyallup and has been instrumental in developing the reading and college success programs across the District. He has served on many committees and councils through the years and has been a leader in our Achieving the Dream and Reading Apprenticeship initiatives. Jeff loves advising and mentoring students and faculty in the tenure process. He is the 2016 recipient of the Faculty Achievement Award and has been described as genuine, supportive, and a champion for students.

Mr. Pisetzner is a valued member of the College community and the Board commends his undisputed commitment to the field of education, and extends their best wishes for an enjoyable retirement.

